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EUNOPEAN AfR T TRAVEL IN 1823."
By Eduard.?. Warner.

Of..that horde of Amerlocan tourists that .are already crowding
every ship that swings down New York Harbor from the Battery or
out past Boston Light, there are, no doubt, many who are planning,
whether openly or secretly, to make for themselves a real trial of
air transport before they return to the United States. The trip
from London to Paris by alr has become so much a oommonplaoe that
i1t 1s included in the itineraries of carefully shielded parties of
schoolgirls, and one seldom hears danger offered as an excuse for
not taking that journey at the present time; The expense is at;}l
the principal drawback to a more extended use of that and othéx
alr routes, and it is admitted by those aomnected with the adminw
istration of the air lines that a large part of the traffic is
made up of American tourists. '

The general scope of the routes 1s shown by the acoompanying
map, on which the deslgnation "regularly operating" 1s used for
lines running at least three times & week in each direotion. Tae
routes will be observed to fall into four gemeral classes, those
radiating from London, the lines of Socuthern Franoce and the Iberlan
peninsula, those of Germany and northeastern Europe, and the Frqnép
lines runniﬁg to the east and northeast from Paris.

The" failure to establish more extensive direot connection be-
tween the Gexman and Frenoh lines is the outgrowth of politiocal

feeling and of the provislons of the International Air Nawigatipn
» Taken fr#m the Ghriatian Soiemoe Monitor
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Gonvention, in accordance with which communioation oan only be
ma.de through neutra.l countries untlil such time as Germany ghall be
| admittbd to the Laague of Na:bions and allowed to ratify the oon-
vention. Ths fa.ilu:r:e to link up the lines of northern and south-
ern France 18 a 1little more surprising, but can be ettributed pri-
marlly to the exoellence ¢f the terreetrial transportation. A
train leaving Paris a few minutes before 8 in the evening arrives
at Toulouss at a few mimites after 8 in ‘the morning, in plenty of
time to oconnect with the departure of the airplane for northern
Afrioca. It is not economically sound at the present time to at-
tempt to run air lines over routes already well served by the rail-
roads 1f the distance between the termini’of the line 1s such as
to make an easy night's journey by through train. From 300 to 600
miles 1s tne worst possible distance for an overland air route,
eince that is the distance over which travel by nlght presents the
greatest advantages.

Turning to the detail consideration of the routes shown on the
map, there are five distinoct companles operating between Parlis and
London, and some .:l:egula.rly scheduled journey over tha.'t route starts
at nearly every hmr'd:uring the da.y;' The voyager hae his cholce
of a large range of types of vehlolss, ranging from the war machine
rebullt to carry four passengers up - -to the luxurious twin-engined
gommercial airplanes carrying 10 or more 'and used by several of the
companies. The time required for the trip depends somewhat on the
type of alrplane used, I_Jut is normally from two and a half to three °
hours. Between London and Brussels and London and Amsterdam (wi%
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a stop at Rotterdam), alss, there ate daily services, the ome to
Holland being operated by a Dutch compaay with Fokker alrplanes.

The second group of routes Includes the ocomparstlvely sho:.:t_
run from Bordeaux to Montpeliter, with a stop at Toulouse, and the
line from Toulouse to Casablanca, ln French Moroocoo. The latter
is now running five times ;. week and has been operating for two
years without. serious acoident, although some parts of the territo-
ry flown over present great diffioculties in case of a forced land-
ing. The whole distance from Toulouse to Casablanca 1s ocovered in
two short days' flying, an overnight stop being made at Allcante.
The time from France to Morocoo by alr, even including the lnter-
vening night, is less than ha.lf that reduired by rail and boat.
There are a couple of additional lines which are in intermittent
operation In this territory, and those who wish to vislt Corsioca
may be able to make arrangements for crossing from Antibes and '
Ajacclo by air if they date their trip properly.

" The German lines and those running through northern Europe
with Paris as a center, can be considered together, although the
only actual point of connection between them is Amsterdam. The
most important single route is that frdm Paris to Warsaz via
Strassburg and Prague. The journsy from France to Poland 1s belng
made in one day at present, having been changed from a two-day
journey six weeks ago. The total elapsed t:lmp from Paris to War-
saw 1s 1l hours as agalnst 40 by train, and the fare for the whole

trip is only 800 francs, comparing favorably with the railroad
rate by train de luxe with sleeper. '
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It will be noted that there 1le éhown_on the map as projected
. an extenslon. of this line from Prague to Qpnatqp$igopleljia Vie. aa,
Budspest, Belgrade and Bucharest. It is the present expectation
that this line will be operating regularly by the middle of July
and 4t will therefore be avallable for the summer tourist traffic.
The Journey will probably be made in two days wlth an overnight =%
stop at Budapest. The time by the Orient Express from Paris to
Constantinople 1s about 110 hours, so that the saving in total
elapsed time will again be more than one-half. When this line
goes into effeot, the principal citles of every large state in
Europe except Bulgaria, Italy, Greece, Russia, and the countrlies on
the Scandinavien and Iberian peninsulas will be connected hy alr.
Looking the other way from Paris, the line from-Paris to Havre

is seen to be marked as in intermittent operation, but alroraft

meet all the largelliners and. the voyager can therefore transfsr
immediately from marine to aerial transport. If it is desired to
vislt Germany and northern Europe from Paris, the distance from
Paris to Amsterdam oan first be covered by alr in four hours with
stops at Brussels and Rotterdam. At Amsterdam one changes for a
German-controlled line to Bremen, whence 1t 1s possible to fly
direotly to Hamburg, to Berlin or to Leipzig or various of the le-
lands along the Frislan coast. The dpfinite time-tables are not
vet at hand this year for the German'linea but 1t 1s probable that
arrangements can be mads by takling passage from London egrly in
the morning to travel from London to Berlin in a single day.
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Arriving at Berlin, further passage by regularly operated
" 1ines aan be secursd 0’ any of the prinoipal oities of the Baltio
states as far north as Reval. There has been much disocussion of -
a line to Moscow, but 1t does not sppear to be in regular opera-
éion at present. The traveler wishing to visit Soviet Russia
late in the coming summer, however, may safely plan on the basis
of being able to make the trip from Paris or London entirely by
air. '

A number of the short lines in Germany have been omitted in
this discussion. They are shown on the map, however, and almost
all of those there lndicated went into dally operation on tie 15th
_ of April.

As an indication of what ocan be done by alr, a sample trip
may be instanced. A voyager arriving at Havre oa..n go from there
to Paris, to Strassburg, to Stuttgart (this last short link by
rall) and thence successively to Nuremburg, Leipzig, Berlin, Ham-
burg, Bremen, Amsterdam and London. The total distance traveled
by air is about 1500 miles, while that by rall 1s less than 50.
The journey could easily be made in five days or in four, 1f one
were fortunate in making connections, and the total ocost would
be about $135.
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